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Spring Is Here -

Back to Fundamentals

BY ROB HOLLAND, IAC 27724, IAC VICE PRESIDENT

v

I CANNOT BEGIN THIS MONTH'S column without
mentioning the incredibly sad loss of Marianne
Fox. She was a beloved member of our TAC fam-
ily and TAC President Jim Bourke’s fiancée. She
will be missed by all. On behalf of the TAC mem-
bership, our condolences go out to her family
and friends.

As I write this, spring is coming. It is time to
dust off our beautiful aerobatic airplanes and get
out there and start practicing for the 2022 sea-
son. I thought I would share my philosophy on
how I get ready for each new season.

Every year my airplane goes down for winter
maintenance. I fly hard during most of the year,
so a thorough condition inspection is performed.
I do not do much flying during the winter
months. So by March, the airplane is reassem-
bled and I'm ready to get flying again and try to
knock off all the rust.

When I start training, I always start with
just the fundamentals. What is that, you may
ask? If you think about it, almost everything
in aerobatics (with a few exceptions) is con-
structed of lines, radii, and rotations. These
are the fundamentals.

It is easy to want to just jump in and start fly-
ing sequences and complex figures. After all, it is
fun. However, if you don’t have the fundamentals
down to muscle memory, you will never get the
complete figures to look good. I will spend days
working on simple pulls to verticals. Pulls to 45
lines. Maintaining whatever line 'm on. Making
every pull or push the same consistent radius.
Working on simple rotations like full rolls.
Making sure the roll rate is consistent and that I
don’t “bobble” any of the roll stops before mov-
ing on to more complex rotations like 1-3/4-rolls
both left and right.

If you think about a relatively simple figure
like a humpty bump, it has three radii and two
lines. There is the first radius, the pull to the ver-
tical. There is a vertical upline. There is a radius
at the top. There is a vertical downline. And there
is the radius for the pull back to level flight.
These are all fundamental elements that con-
struct a figure.

You should be thinking about and practic-
ing the individual elements. The pull to the
vertical should look just like the pull back to
level. They should both be a consistent radius.
The vertical lines should be perfectly vertical
for the entire length of the line. There should
be a consistent radius at the top that starts at
the same altitude that it finishes. This figure is
easier to accomplish if you have practiced and
perfected the fundamental elements that con-
struct the figure. The same approach can be
applied to any figure.

Even during the season, I will take dedi-
cated practice fights to just work on
fundamentals to make sure I’'m not starting
to get sloppy.

It is also easy to overdo it physically at the
start of the season. Start light. Your first few
flights do not have to be to maximum g. Work
your way up, especially with negative g’s if
your flying requires pushing. I start light, -2 to
-3 max. Over time and being consistent, T will
work my way up to the negative g’s that are
required for the flying I do.

A small hint for those who do push negative
g’s: Make sure during the push you relax your
body as much as you can. The natural reaction
is to tighten up, which is counterproductive. As
you know, during positive g all the blood is try-
ing to drain down to your feet. We tighten our
abs and legs to try to keep that oxygenated
blood in our head so we don’t gray out. During
negative g maneuvers, the blood is going to our
head anyway. Tightening up just makes it
worse. Forcing yourself to relax as much as
possible during the push makes it a lot more
tolerable. Just remember not to overdo it,
and try work up slowly to your negative
g-tolerance.

I would like to personally thank all of our
4,000-plus members for making IAC the fun,
unique, and inspirational organization that it
is. We are all a part of this great aerobatic fam-
ily. T hope no matter what kind of aerobatics
you fly, you have a very safe, productive, and
fun season. Blue skies! 46+
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JUNE 25 2022

INTERNATIONAL
AEROBATICS DAY

Find a schedule of events at www.iac.org

” Fly in, Drive in, Bike In, or Walk in;
Everyone is Welcome!

This day will celebrate the skill, beauty, and excitement of aerobatics. Our IAC chapters
are hosting a multitude of events to share their passion for the sport of aerobatics.
Already on the event calendar at IAC.org are chapters One, 3, 26, 34, 35, 52, and 67.
Join us on June 25th - we look forward to seeing you!

y #iac_nationalaerobaticsday

@iac_hq

@ Warrenton-Fauquier Airport (KHWY) 1533 Iris Trail, Midland, VA 22728




=\ EDITOR'S LOG

International
Aerobatics Day!

BY LORRIE PENNER, IAC 431036

v

SOMETIMES THINGS DON'T HAPPEN when you expect. Let’s
face it, life can be full of surprises and opportunities. In this
month’s issue, Ross Harwell gets an opportunity to fly the
same de Havilland Chipmunk that flew over his parents’ wed-
ding before he was born. Another Chipmunk pilot, Stan
Humphrey, finds his dream airplane at an estate auction, and
Trevor Aldridge becomes an elite pilot with the U.S. Air

Force Thunderbirds.

The thing I’'ve always admired about people in aviation is
their sense of adventure and their passion for something big-
ger than themselves. In contrast to the aviation community
that I normally hang out with, I had a jarring experience
once while trying to spread my love of aviation and ran into a
brick wall.

My kids were in the marching band during their high
school years. In my daughter’s junior year, the theme of each
song they played involved flight in some form or other. During
one of their after-school practices, I showed up and told the
70-member band about a Young Eagles event taking place
during the coming weekend. They seemed a bit interested but
quiet. So I added, “It’s free!” I then asked them how many

)

LAST YEAR WE HAD A GOLDEN
OPPORTUNITY TO REACH OUT

TO COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE
NATION, AND IT WAS A ROARING
SUCCESS! NATIONAL AEROBATICS
DAY SAW 11 OF OUR IAC CHAPTERS
PLANNING SPECIAL PRACTICE
DAYS, THROWING A COMMUNITY
BARBECUE, A CONTEST, STATIC
DISPLAYS, PRESENTATIONS, OR AN
OPEN HOUSE.

I ¢

would be interested. I was stunned
when only three of the 70 kids lifted
their hands. How do we encourage
and inspire the next generation if we
can’t even give it away for free? I
thought perhaps it was the wrong
audience, and I caught them off-guard
when they were tired from practice.

Last year we had a golden opportu-
nity to reach out to communities
across the nation, and it was a roaring
success! National Aerobatics Day saw
11 of our IAC chapters planning spe-
cial practice days, throwing a
community barbecue, a contest, static
displays, presentations, or an open
house. Maybe this is what we need
— to throw a party and simply expose
people to aviation. Make airplanes
available for people to see, talk to
pilots, and watch them fly.

This year the IAC is building on the
success and response we received
from the inaugural National
Aerobatics Day, not only from people
in the United States but also from
other countries. So, we are going
global with International Aerobatics
Day on June 25, 2022!

The IAC is supporting chapter
involvement through social media
and event listings on the website.
Additionally, International Aerobatics
Day stickers are being sent from IAC
headquarters to all TAC chapters to
hand out to their attendees.

We believe events held during
International Aerobatics Day will
inspire our fellow aviators and local
communities to discover more about
aerobatic flying and open their eyes to
local airport activities. See you at
the airport!

Find more information about
events on June 25 on the IAC website:
TAC.org. IAEY
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2022
Scholarships

h 4

APPLICATION DEADLINE JUNE 30

THE IAC HELPS FACILITATE several scholarships annually to pro-
mote aviation safety through aerobatic training and education.
Two of these scholarships have deadlines coming up on June
30. Visit the website to see all the details and submit your
application: IAC.org/Scholarships.

v ]
CP AVIATION EMERGENCY

MANEUVER TRAINING IN

MEMORY OF VICKI CRUSE

This scholarship aims to

promote aviation safety

through unusual attitude

and aerobatic training.

The applicant must be a

member of the TAC and

hold a private pilot certif-

icate. The scholarship amount is $3,100 (no cash value).

The scholarship includes three modules of the EMT course
that includes Stall/Spin Awareness, In-flight Emergencies, and
Basic Aerobatics. The course will be taught in a Citabria and
Decathlon. The recipient must travel to CP Aviation in Santa
Paula, California, for the training.

GREG KOONTZ AIRSHOWS

AEROBATIC INSTRUCTOR

SCHOLARSHIP IN MEMORY

OF BOBBY YOUNKIN

The scholarship aims to

promote and improve the

aerobatic instruction

field. It will be offered to

any CFI as an aerobatic

instructor course if they

already have aerobatic experience, or it can be offered as a
basic aerobatic course to a CFI with no aerobatic experience.
A tailwheel endorsement and current flight instructor certifi-
cate are strictly required. The scholarship value is $3,600 (no
cash value).

The recipient receives a full two-day course at Greg Koontz
Airshows aerobatic school and two nights lodging at Sky
Country Lodge, all meals, four lessons in the Super Decathlon,
and extensive ground instruction. 46+
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2022 ANNUAL AWARDS DEADLINE

APPLICATION DEADLINE JUNE 1

Each year, the membership of the IAC nominates outstanding
volunteers to be recognized for their contributions to the sport of
aerobatics. This is an excellent opportunity to give recognition to
those IAC members who spend their
valuable time volunteering for the
benefit of many. Let's recognize our many
deserving volunteers for the 2021 flying
season. Whetherit s on the regional level
orthe national local, we all have seen the
efforts of our chapter friends working to
make the IAC experience more fun for
theirfellow members.
You can nominate your fellow
IACers for one of the five nonflying
awards listed:

Frank Price Cup

Purpose of the award is to
recognize the person who has
contributed the most to the sport
of aerobatics in the previous year.

Robert L. Heuer Award for
Judging Excellence

Member Sam Burgess of San
Antonio, Texas, conceived the
idea for presenting a trophy to
the outstanding aerobatic judge
each year.

Kathy Jaffe Volunteer Award
This award recognizes an
outstanding volunteer during the
previous year.

Harold E. Neumann Award for
Outstanding Contribution as a
Chief Judge

The family of Harold E. Neumann
provided a permanent trophy in
1998 to recognize the outstanding
chief judge.

Curtis Pitts Memorial Trophy
The purpose of this award is to
recognize an outstanding contribution
to aerobatics through product design.

A detailed description of all the
nonflying awards can be found on
the IAC website IAC.org/legacy/non-
flying-awards.

The deadline for nominations
is June 1, 2022, for the 2021
flying season.

www.iac.org 5
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n 2020, the Thunderbirds and Blue
Angels performed flyovers across the
United States to salute those who
keep America strong. The aim was to
show support for the first responders
— health care workers, police, fire-
fighters, truck drivers, and everyone
fighting on the front line to battle COVID-19
and keep America running during the many
months of shutdowns.

Maj. Trevor Aldridge, flying the left
wing as Thunderbird 2, took part in the
America Strong effort. The teams were
overwhelmed with the response they
received from grateful U.S. citizens.

“The important thing that America
Strong did was to let everyone know we are
all in this together and no one was alone,”
Trevor said. “Our message was thank you to
all those who have sacrificed their time and
talent during this crisis. We understand the
sacrifice, and we appreciate it.”

Coming from a family that had lived
frugally in a small Texas town, Trevor
didn’t expect he would end up as a mem-
ber of the Thunderbirds.

After 250 hours in the F-15, energy management
fundamental concepts were practiced.

“My parents were divorced, neither had
stable jobs, and so we felt our lack of com-
mon things like air conditioning,” Trevor
said. “My sister had special needs, and I was
the type of brother that picked fights in
order to protect her from bullying. No one
had ever been to college in my family.
Aviation became a way to achieve something
that was better than anything I could imag-
ine. If it had not been for aviation, I don’t
know what I would have been doing now.”

A 2009 graduate of the Air Force ROTC
program at Texas A&M University, Trevor
completed the Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot
Training Program at Sheppard Air Force
Base, Texas, in 2011. After pilot training, he
was assigned to the McDonnell Douglas
F-15 Eagle at Kadena Air Base, Japan,
where his squadron won the Raytheon
Trophy twice. The next assignment was at
Sheppard AFB, Texas, as an instructor pilot
teaching “Introduction to Fighter
Fundamentals” (IFF). Prior to joining the
Thunderbirds, he flew the F-15C in the
493rd Fighter Squadron, Royal Air Force
Lakenheath, United Kingdom.

Trevor is currently in the Air Force Reserves and is back
to teaching in the Northrop T-38 Talon with the 97th Flying
Training Squadron, “Devil Cats,” to the next generation of
NATO fighter pilots, exposing them to the fundamentals of
being a fighter pilot.

After he moved from active duty to the reserves, chance
opened a door. “Once I left the Air Force, Arkansas happened,”
he said. “There are stereotypes of what is in Arkansas, so I was
pretty blown away by what’s happening there; it’s the Land of
0Oz and backcountry flying! That’s happening! Stick and rud-
der skills challenge you as a pilot. You don’t get that if you go
into airlines, and I didn’t want to go to airlines. There are also
world-class aerobatic performers in the area around
Bentonville. And there is an incredible amount of warbirds at
the Bentonville Municipal Airport (KVBT). Incredible air-
planes I drooled about as a kid.”

Once settled in the civilian side of life, Trevor began fly-
ing at Summit Aviation, the FBO at the airport.

“I flew the Falcon 7X for a private family and helped out
with Summit Aviation when not flying,” he said. “They have
a pretty incredible FBO, a flight school, flying club which I
am a member of. They also have a Pilatus single plane/sin-
gle pilot 135 charter and will have the full 135 charter.”

His job was just that, a job and a good one, but he was
looking for something more.

“My wife is a saint,” Trevor said. “Seriously. The fact
that she puts up with me is amazing. She knows that I’ll go
crazy if I can’t focus myself on a challenge.”

His other hobbies are autocross, mountain biking, racing
cars, and baking bread. For some, baking bread might not seem
challenging, but Trevor said, “I like to cook if it is not easy.”

He found his “challenge” first through books.

“It started when I read Mike Goulian’s Basic and Advanced
Aerobatics books,” he said. “I was able to spend a brief amount of
time with him when I was on the Thunderbirds, and it was
exciting reading his books on aerobatics. I then got turned onto
Alan Cassidy’s Better Aerobatics, which was great as well.”

“I WANT TO SHOW KIDS THAT ...
IT DOESN'T MATTER WHERE THEY
COME FROM OR WHAT FAMILY OR
HOW MUCH MONEY THEY HAVE,
THEY CAN ACHIEVE WHATEVER
THEY WANT TO DO.”

— MAJ. TREVOR ALDRIDGE

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF TREVOR ALDRIDGE

Trevor Thunderbird #2 in
September of 2019.
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And then Trevor made connections through social media.

“Rob Holland had a post on Instagram about the TAC, so I com-
mented on it,” he said. “His recommendation was to join and start
from the beginning, which is what I did. I reached out to Rob, and he
said to start at the beginning, learn the basics, and start humble.”

Trevor said civilian aerobatics is a different world from what he
experienced in the Air Force and fighter pilot training.

“In the Air Force, I learned basic and formation aerobatics like
most pilots do,” he said. “From the first day of training in the Air
Force, I was learning aerobatic maneuvers within 15 hours in the
North American T-6 Texan. I soloed the T-6 within 25 hours. After 30
hours, my instructor had me flying loops and rolls unassisted. Then
the overall principles are applied to the T-38.

“After 250 hours in the F-15, energy management fundamental
concepts were practiced,” Trevor explained. “The training was basic
up to that point, practicing the ability to manage in a certain profile,
finding the right spots, and ingraining understanding about aircraft
placement within the formation while in the aerobatic sequence.
Altitude awareness was stressed. The goal was more about finessing
positioning within the formation.

“Energy management and maximum performance in an aircraft
was something that was continuously refined in F-15 and teaching
IFE,” he said. “Then with the Thunderbirds, formation and aerobatics
were taken to another level”

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF TREVOR ALDRIDGE

“LUCK AND TIMING HAS A LITTLE BIT TO
DO WITH IT ... WHEN THE AIR FORCE IS
HIRING FIGHTER PILOTS, WHERE YOU
ARE IN YOUR CAREER, WHEN THE NEXT
ASSIGNMENT HAPPENS, AND ULTIMATELY
WORKING HARD WILL OPEN DOORS. IT
MAY NOT BE THE DOOR YOU EXPECTED.
| CERTAINLY DIDN'T EXPECT TO BE PART
OF THIS INCREDIBLE TEAM CALLED THE
THUNDERBIRDS."”

— MAJ. TREVOR ALDRIDGE

Taking a break at his first
contest at the Super D Tango.

Maj. Trevor “Dozen"” Aldridge is a former Thunderbird with the U.S. Air
Force in the 2020-2021 air show season. He currently instructs for the Air
Force Reserves in a T-38 with the 97th Flying Training Squadron, “Devil
Cats." He's currently interviewing with major airlines and is married with
two sons.

Certificates held: ATP, CFI/II/MEI

Civilian aircraft flown: RV-8, Citabria, V35, Extra 330LX, 7X, Super D,
Carbon Cub, GB1, and Cessna series and Beechcraft Bonanza Debonair.
Flight hours: 300-plus

Military aircraft flown: T-6A, T-38C, F-15C, and F-16
Flight hours: 2,000-plus

YouTube channel: Dozen Duzit: www.YouTube.com/channel/
UC2i95zz3UrvmlI11194x0g8A)

Available for almost every
aerobatic and experimental
aircratt.

GBY Gameeamposites

(ty the Clampins * Claice!

Siper Decatlln

MT-Propeller USA, Inc., Florida
Phone: (386) 736-7762

Fax:  (386) 736-7696

e-mail: info@mt-propellerusa.com

MT-Propeller
Headquarters Germany
Phone:+49-9429-94090
Fax.: +49-9429-8432
e-mail: sales@mt-propeller.com

www.mt-propeller.com
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Trevor is excited to be joining the civilian aerobatic community.

“In contrast to fighter training, my first aerobatic flight was
in a Super Decathlon,” he said. “I hadn’t done any aerobatics
since leaving the Air Force when I signed up for the contest
(2021 Super D Tango, Sportsman category competition).
People at work thought I was crazy. The week before the con-
test, I got one flight in the Super D and two in a GameBird GB1
at Bentonville.

“Kent Willer was my instructor for my one flight in the
Super D before the competition started,” Trevor said. “Kent
had only been flying for a few years and loved aerobatics in the
Super D, so he had started teaching Discovery Flights at
Summit Aviation in the previous year. The Super D Tango was
only his second competition. This contest was a valuable les-
son for two competition novices. I was very pleased to see that
everyone at the competition was willing to share and teach us
more than we could have learned on our own.

“During the Super D Tango, I flew from the back seat.
During the Humpty Bump upline, I got too slow, mostly
because I couldn’t see the airspeed indicator, and stalled,” he
explained. “As a result, the plane went 90 degrees off heading,
and I completed the rest of the sequence 90 degrees off on all
the remaining figures. In retrospect, I should have wagged my
wings, taken a break, and returned to fly the correct direction.

“On the second flight, T was in the front seat,” he said.
“Fortunately, this gave me back a normal scan on the airspeed
and sighting devices. With this extreme experience, having
almost no practice and being very inexperienced, I was happy.”

Since this was Trevor’s first contest, he said he was just
looking for the experience of learning about competition, but
he was proud and happy to have placed fourth out of 23 pilots
on his second flight. Kent also did extremely well and finished
in second place overall.

“It was a great experience to be able to pick everyone’s
brain, be in a low-key environment, and have such incredible
hosts,” Trevor said. “Tony and Julia Wood (longtime TAC
members) are amazing people. Not only is their location great,
they just seem like great humans. The event was a lot of fun.
Low stress, welcoming, and very educational. They had a way
of making the competition the place we want to go — to be a
part of.

“Aerobatics is the pinnacle of fun in aviation — there isn’t
much more fun that you can have in aviation,” he said. “The
sport is good for aviation as a whole; it is an aviation activity
that anyone can get into! I look forward to attending another
competition and hopefully showcasing the GameBird BG1.”

Aviation challenges continue to intrigue Trevor, and he has
started a YouTube channel called “Dozen Duzit,” which will
encompass all aspects of aviation. From general aviation flying
to aerobatics and military and backcountry flying, he intends
to capture his experiences to share with other aviators. When
his busy life allows, he also will be documenting his participa-
tion at IAC competitions. JAE#

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF TREVOR ALDRIDGE
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AFTER A FULL CHECKOUT in the GameBird GB1, I have taken the last 10
months to train in and fully explore this aircraft. Here are a few of
my observations:

Coming out of an F-16, I wasn’t used to being so low to the ground.
Inevitably, I flared too high. It is a very responsive airplane, easy to fly,
and I feel directly connected to it.

While the GB1 is capable of incredible formation and aerobatic
maneuvers, landing it well and consistently was the priority in the first
few flights. It’s a quick taildragger that has limited forward visibility,
two things I had to get used to. ’'d much rather spend all my time in the
air throwing the plane around, but safe landing on our 3,300-foot run-
way was the top priority at this moment. Still, that pull-up to pattern
altitude is a ton of fun for a non-afterburning airplane.

14  SPORTAEROBATICS  May/June 2022

GAMEBIRD
GB1 PIREP ="

The GB1 is different than the jets I'm used to.
Lighter and with massive flight controls, its
response to stick inputs are sensitive and immedi-
ate. Add in a healthy amount of torque and
P-factor and you have an incredibly fun challenge.

This thing is fun! It snap-rolls insanely fast! It takes
a concentrated effort to get the timing correct to
stop where you want it, which I'm still learning,
Despite fighter and military aerobatic experi-
ence, I had exactly zero practice with snap-rolls.

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF TREVOR ALDRIDGE

Most planes struggle handling the forces imposed on them with this vio-
lent maneuver. This airplane, however, takes it, laughs, and asks for more!

The outside loop is an aerobatic maneuver where you push your way
through the loop instead of the traditional (and more comfortable
way) of pulling positive g’s. Instead of blood being pushed down to
your legs and feet, it gets pressed into your head. Blood swells into
your head, and there isn’t a whole lot you can do about it. Negative g’s
aren’t something we did in the military, so it’s something new my body
needs to get used to and comfortable with. Does it look like it hurts?
Yes. Does it actually hurt? Yes.

Knowing how to handle an aircraft during a spin
is an extremely valuable skill set. We are taught
early in pilot training flying the T-6 how to
recover from an upright spin, but inverted spins
are a prohibited maneuver in most aircraft,
including military.

Fortunately, the GBI is built for all kinds of
crazy aerobatics. It’s certified as a +/-10g air-
plane! Feeling comfortable with the plane in an
inverted spin is essential before moving onto the
crazier aerobatic stuff this aircraft can do.

I tried what we call in the F-15 “the clam.” In the
F-16, we call it a “tuck under jink.” Essentially, it’s
a high angle-of-attack loaded roll designed to
spoil plane of motion and create a closure prob-
lem for the offender.

Famed aviator and strategist John Boyd was
nicknamed “40-second Boyd” for his ability to
use this concept to go from defensive to offensive
within 40 seconds. That was the 1950-60s,
though, and now the technique is fairly common-
place in the fighter community.

Unlike in fighters, though, the rudder on the
GameBird is proportionally so large that it tends
to roll the plane much quicker, minimizing air-
speed lost (not that you’ll find yourself in a real
dogfight in a GameBird anytime soon).

This maneuver is also not great for competi-
tion aerobatics because it bleeds a lot of energy.
There are more efficient, cleaner ways to maneu-
ver, such as a snap-roll. So what is the point of
this maneuver? None, other than making me
smile at what fun things you can make this air-
plane do.

Overall, aerobatics are fun in the GameBird
GB1. However, the gyroscopic effects do take a
bit of getting used to. At the moment, my favor-
ite aerobatic maneuver revolves around
outside maneuvers and snap-rolls. These are
things we didn’t do in the military, and they are
a fun challenge. IA€#
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GETTING

STARTED

GOOD ADVICE, GOOD RESULTS

v

BY CHRIS DYDZULIS, IAC 438154

YOU OFTEN HEAR OF AEROBATIC pilots moving up to
higher categories or moving into a more capable airplane,
but rarely do you hear about pilots at the beginning of their
aerobatic careers. It’s amazing that everyone — well, almost
everyone — wants you to progress in the sport, but unless
you have a good coach or close friends in the aerobatic com-
munity, it’s difficult to find good advice or proper training,
which are crucial to a safe and successful aerobatic career.
Everyone has their own opinion and way of doing
things, and as a first-time competitor in the Primary cate-
gory in 2018-19, it was almost impossible to know whose
advice to take, whose to listen to and then quickly erase
from memory, and how to avoid picking up bad habits that
might hurt you throughout your hopefully long aero-
batic career.
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... AS A FIRST-TIME
COMPETITOR ...

IT WAS ALMOST
IMPOSSIBLE TO
KNOW WHOSE

ADVICE TO TAKE,
WHOSE TO LISTEN
TO AND THEN
QUICKLY ERASE
FROM MEMORY...
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1 have always been interested in aerobatics but, like most, I never
knew how to get involved. I was fortunate enough to work for the
Goulian family at the since-shuttered Executive Flyers Aviation (EFA)
at Hanscom Field in Massachusetts. Finally, I could get some aero-
batic training! Unfortunately, due to scheduling conflicts and a few
unforeseen factors, I was able to take only a couple of flights in the
EFA Super Decathlon.

After my time at EFA, I stayed in touch with the Goulians. They
have always pointed me in the right direction, not just with respect to
aerobatics, but in all aspects of aviation. The very generous Don G (my
Godfather nickname for Mike Goulian) recommended I continue my
tailwheel and aerobatic training at the Patty Wagstaff Aviation Safety
school (PWAS) in St. Augustine, Florida.

Through Patty and instructor Allan Moore, I learned an incredible
amount about tailwheel flying, basic aerobatics, and the many ways of
approaching the sport. Between world-class instruction, great friend-
ships, and Florida beach days, PWAS has become a yearly retreat for
me, and I would highly recommend the flight school to anyone inter-
ested in tailwheel or aerobatic training.

After training at PWAS, I couldn’t wait to start regular training
back home and continue flying aerobatics! Of course, I ran into many
of the same issues as most people who are starting out in this sport.
Due to work and an abnormally high Super Decathlon rental rate at
my local flight school, I found it difficult to fly as often as I needed to
prepare for competition.

At my first Green Mountain Aerobatics Contest (GMAC) in
Springfield, Vermont, in 2018, I competed in Primary. IAC Chapter 35
hosted the contest, and the whole weekend was amazing. I met a lot of
great competitors and made some new lifelong friends. The weekend
made me realize how much goes into being competitive — and that T
still had a long way to go to compete at a high level.

In the months leading up to the 2019 competition season, I spent a
lot more time training in the local flight school’s Super Decathlon. The
price was still outrageous, but it was the only available rental in the
area. I would focus on walking through the Primary sequence know-
ing that I wouldn’t be able to fly as frequently as everyone else would.
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I can remember working on certain figures
that I was having trouble with. First, I needed to
practice my rolls. I was either stopping the rota-
tion too early or too late, even in the Super
Decathlon with its slow roll rate! Finally, with
practice I was able to stop the roll. Then I moved
on to fixing the “barreling” of my rolls. I was
inconsistent with my rolls; half turned out very
nice, and the other half would dish out. Finally,
with the help of a few other competitors, I was
able to fix it! Of all the maneuvers I have learned
so far, the slow roll is one of the more rewarding
to fly properly.

Finally the 2019 Green Mountain Aerobatics
Contest had arrived! The Super Decathlon I was
flying at the time was operated by my local flight
school and was shared among five competitors,
including me. Yikes! Needless to say, it was diffi-
cult to get as many practice flights as I wanted
during the designated practice day.

By the end of the first contest day, I had
shown some improvement. With this being the
second contest I had flown, I wanted to be more
involved and learn as much as I could about my
new sport. So I volunteered and was placed on
boundary lines for one of the days. I still don’t
know if they forgot about me or if no one wanted
to take my place on the boundary line. Either
way, [ was out on the boundary line for a little
more than four hours on a very hot, sunny July
day, and as a result I got a nasty sunburn. This is
a good reason to discontinue the use of boundary
judges at competitions.

After three scored flights, I notched two sec-
ond-place and one first-place finish, leaving me
in second place overall at GMAC. Whoo-hoo!
Finally some hardware to take home!

Next on the list was the 2019 Keene Fall
Classic, a one-day Primary and Sportsman contest
in October. I didn’t get to fly as much as T would
have liked leading up to this contest, but luckily I
was the only one flying the plane this time. Upon
arriving, I hoped to get one practice flight in, but I
quickly learned I was first in the flight order and
was expected to fly the low lines. A close friend
told me to do as many walk-throughs as possible
before the contest flight since I would have no
time to practice in the plane.

After flying low lines and feeling very rushed,
it was time to dive and wing-wag into the box.
Reflecting on that first flight, I remember feeling
like I flew some of my trouble figures very well
and was happy about that. On the other hand, T
had the gut-wrenching feeling that I’d hard-
zeroed a few maneuvers, so I was not feeling
confident about my score. Since I was the first to
fly that day, I had a long time to sit and wait.
Finally, the scores were posted and it was time to
see how everyone had done.

Phil Joseph, the president of IAC Chapter 35,
announced I was the first-place winner in the
Primary category. I was very happy to be taking
home a wooden contest plaque, and I felt
relieved because I thought I'd flown poorly. After
flying two 2019 Primary competitions, it was now
time to look forward to flying Sportsman in 2020.
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With the 2020 season approaching and the flight school Super
Decathlon rental rate continuing to rise, I was beginning to sweat a
little. Fearing I would not have access to an aerobatic airplane for the
season, a new friend offered to let me fly his Super Decathlon. I was
ecstatic. Luckily, the aerobatic community is very generous. With
access to my friend’s airplane, I was now able to fly whenever I had
free time. Not wanting to dive too quickly into the Sportsman
sequence, I took a slower approach to learning new maneuvers. T
learned as much as I could and took full advantage of my new coach’s
experience. I was going to be as prepared as possible for the
new season.

Unfortunately, COVID-19 broke out soon thereafter, disrupting the
2020 season and just about every other plan I or anyone else had
made for the year. As it turned out, I did very little aerobatic flying and
very little flying in general in 2020. I tried to do a few walk-throughs
of the 2020 sequence and focused on a few of the more troubling
maneuvers to stay sharp during the year off.

Fast-forward to 2021. With COVID’s influence on our lives waning
somewhat, I flew the Decathlon as much as possible and worked on
hammerheads and inverted 45-degree lines. I felt I was making a lot
of progress on these maneuvers, but, of course, you always make the
most progress right before you are unable to fly for a while. The rest of
the figures in the sequence were pretty straightforward, and I mostly
worked on spacing and timing. I tried to fly frequently, even though I
wasn’t competing.

My yearly trip to St. Augustine was great as always, though I
wasn’t able to fly while I was there due to low ceilings. Expecting that
there would not be much of a competition season in 2021, I took a trip
to South Africa to visit friend and Red Bull Air Race pilot Patrick
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Davidson. In addition to exploring that incredi-
ble country, I had a great time flying with and
learning from Patrick. I found that his take on
aerobatics was similar to that of the Fly Cool Stuff
podcast crew; if you want any kind of career in
aerobatics outside of weekend loops and rolls,
you really need to immerse yourself in it. After
flying some of the airplanes in Patrick’s large col-
lection, it was time to return home. I felt a little
more determined to get back into an aerobatic
box after my two limited competition seasons.

Toward the end of 2021, I somehow ended up
in Bentonville, Arkansas, at the Game
Composites factory. I had a chance to tour the
factory and meet the people working to build the
GBJ, an incredible airplane. I couldn’t believe
how hospitable everyone was. I had a close-up
view of every aspect of the plane’s production,
from design to finished product. Finally, Game
Composites co-founder Philipp Steinbach told
me it was time to fly in the GB1 GameBird! I had
the privilege of flying with Cristian Bolton, a for-
mer fighter pilot in the Chilean Air Force, team
captain of the Air Force Halcones Aerobatic
Team, and a Red Bull Air Racer. Most of my aero-
batic experience is in a Super Decathlon, with a
few hours here and there in a Christen Eagle. My
only monowing time has come in an Extra 300L
and a Giles.
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So I may not be the best person to describe the new carbon
fiber aircraft, but it was absolutely amazing to fly. The vertical
penetration was unmatched by anything I have ever flown, as
was the roll rate. On my first roll, I over-rolled by about 10
degrees. Cristian may say I over-rolled by more, though. After
quickly getting used to the plane, I found it relatively easy to
fly, and I hope I don’t get too many eye rolls for that comment.
1 could definitely see how this would be a perfect plane for
someone to fly from a lower level and, through proper train-
ing, work their way up to Unlimited. I could also see, given
enough time in a GB1, how someone might move from an
equivalent aircraft to a GameBird and be just as happy.

Now we are well into 2022 and I still haven’t competed
in the Sportsman categor